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Problem Five 

 
Assume you manage a wholesale cut flower business and a customer is having problems with pedal 
discoloration and wilt in 'Calypso' orchids.  The customer experiences pedal discoloration and wilt within a day 
after opening a new box of orchids. 
 
Which of the following sets of recommendations would you provide your customer? 
 

A. 1.  Store the orchids at 38-40° F and at 90-95% humidity 
 2.  Avoid storing corsages in tightly closed bags 
 3.  Cut stems and treat with hydration or flower food solution 
 4.  Treat with anti-ethylene chemicals such as EthylBloc™ (1-MCP) or silver thiosulfate 
    
B. 1.  Store the orchids at 55-60° F and at 90-95% humidity 
 2.  Avoid storing corsages in tightly closed bags 

 3.  Cut stems and treat with hydration of flower food solution 
 4.  Treat with anti-ethylene chemicals such as EthylBloc™ (1-MCP) or silver thiosulfate 

 
 C. 1.  Store the orchids at 55-60° F and at 80-85% humidity 
  2.  Store corsages in tightly closed bags 
 3.  Do not cut stems until just prior to sale 

 4.  Treat with anti-ethylene chemicals such as EthylBloc™ (1-MCP) or silver thiosulfate 
 

D. 1.  Store the orchids at 38-40° F and at 80-85% humidity  
2. Store corsages in tightly closed bags 
3. Do not cut stems until just prior to sale 

 4.  Treat with anti-ethylene chemicals such as EthylBloc™ (1-MCP) or silver thiosulfate 
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